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OF THE INFALLIBILI- 
tie of the Church of Rome. 


== Z-———0O him that doubts whether the Church of 
PES—RENS| Rome have a urs, they anſwer , th 
Sit Rome have any errours, they an » that 
MN IA&21 She bath none, for She never can haveany, 
$2751 This being ſo much harder to beleive then 
22M the firſt, had need be proved by fome 
p WE2Ki|certaine arguments, if they expe that 
——<SC- the beleife of this one ſhould draw on 
whatſoever elſe they pleaſe to pro» 
poſe: Yet this is offered to be proved by.no better wayes then 


thoſe by which we offer to prove ſhEhath erred ; Which 


are, arguments from Scripiaure, Reaſon, and Ancient Writers ; 
all which, they ſay themſelves,arc fallible;for nothing is not ſo 
but the Church;which if ic be the onely infallible determnatt- 
on, and that can never be beleived upon #t's owne authority, 
we can never i»fallibly kyow that the Church is infallible : for 
theſe other wayes of proofe (they ſay) may deceive both them 
and us ; and fo neither fide is #04r4 to beleive them. 

"If they fay , that an argument out of Scriprure is fufe 
ficient ground of Dzvize faith, why are dhey ſo offended witli 
the Proteſtants for beleiving every pare of their Religion upon 
that ground, upon which they build al theirs at once? andif 
following the ſame Rule with equalldefire of finding the truth 
by it, (having neither of thoſe qualities, which 1ſidorm Pelufie 
ota {ayes, are the cauſes of all Hereſies ; ev3eSeay x Tegan , 
Pride and Prejudication ) why ſhould God be more offended 


with the one then the other, though they chance to erre? 
A3 They 
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(2) 

6 3* They fay, the Church is therefore made #yfalible by God,that 
all men may have ſome cerraize Guide ;z yet though it be infal- 
lible, unleſſe ir both plainly appeareto be ſo, (for it & not cer. 
raine to whom it doth not appeare certaine) and unlefle it be 
manifeſt which is the Charch, God bath not attained his end ; 
and it were to ſeta Ladder to Heaven and ſeemeto have a great 
care of my going up, whereas unlefle there be care taken that I 
may kzow this Ladder is here to that purpoſe, it were as good 
for me it had never beene ſet, | 

$4: If they ſay we may know it , for that Gerezall and conſtant 
Tradition inſtructs us in it, Ianſwer,that sgxorant people oannor 
know this,and fo it canbeno Rule for them; and if /earned peo- 
ple miſtake in this, there can be no condemnation for them, For 
ſuppoſe to know whether the Church of Rome may erre, (as a 
way which will conclude againf# her,but nor for ber; for it Ske 
hath erred, certainly She ay ; but though fhe hath nor erred 
hitherto,it followes not that She cannot erre,)I ſeeke whether 
She have erred; and conceiving She hath contradifted her ſelf , 
conclude neceflarily She hath erred ; I ſuppoſe it not dammnable 
though Ierre in my judgement : becauſel try the (hnrch by 
one of thoſe touch-ſfones her ſelf appoints me ; whichis , 
Conformity with the eAncient. For to fay Tam to beleive the 
preſent Charch that it differs not from the former, though it 
ſeeme to me to doe ſo, is to ſend me to a witnefle, and bid me 
-_ _.  *" "]RdEDEeIVE its | | 
$ 5o Now to ſay the Churchis provided for a Gaide of faith, but 
muſt be knowne by ſuch markes as the 7g norant cannot /eeke 
it by, and the /carned may chance not to find it by, though ſeeke = 
ing it with all diligence and without all prejudice, can no way 
fatisfy me. | 
S 6; If they fay , God will reveale the truth to whoſoever 
; ſeekes it theſe wayes fncerely;this ſaying both ſides will (with- 
out meanes of being confuted) make #/e of; therefore it would 
be as good that »either did. 
S 7 When they have proved the Church to be infallible, yet to 
my underſtanding they have proceeded nothing farther, unleſſe 
we 
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(3) 


' we can be ſure which & it ; forit- fignifies onely-thar God will : 


allwaies havea ((hurch which ſhall not erre; but not that ſuch or 
ſuch a Snccefſiion ſhall be aJlwaics in the right z, not that the 


'Biſp»p of ſuch a place, and the Clergy that adheres to him ſhall, 
all-yaies contiane in the erxe faich. So that if they fay the Greeke 


Church is not the Charch, becauſe by it's owne confeſlion it is 
ot infallible z I anſwer, that it may be now the Church , and 
may hereafter erre , and ſo not be ow infallible ; and yet the 
Churchnuever erre. ; becauſe before their fall from iruth, orhers 
may ariſe to maintaine it , who then will be the (barch;and fo 
the Chnrch may ftill be infallible ; though not in reſpeR of any 
ſet perſons whom we may know at all times for our Guide. 

Then if they prove the Church of Rome to be the true Chureh, 
and not the Greeke , becauſe their opinions are conſonant 
either to Scripture or Antiquity, they runne intoa circle, pro= 
ving their texets to be erwe, firſt;becauſe the {hnrch holds them 
& then theirs to be the rue Church,becauſt it Folds the truth: 
which laſt, though itappeare to me the onely way. yetit takes 
away it's being a Guide which we may follow without exami-e 
»ation, without which all they ſay beſides is nothing, 

Nay ſuppoſe they had evinced , that ſome Smcceſſion were 
infallible, and ſo had proved to a Learned man that the Roman 
Church mult be ths, becauſe none elle pretena; to it;yer this can 
be no ſufficient ground to the zgnorane, who cannot have any 
#nfallible foundation for their beleife that the Church of Greece 
pretends.not to the ſame; and even to the Learyed it is but an 
accidental argument , becauſe if any other company had like- 


wiſe claimed to be i»fallible,it had overthrowne all ſo proveds 


Nay it is but an arbitrary argument, and depends upon the 
plea{ure of the adverſary;for if any ſociety of Chriſtians would 
pretend toit, the (hurch off Rome could make uſe of it no 
longer, | I : 

The cheifeſt reaſon why they difallow of the Scripture for 
Fuage, 1s, becauſe when differences ariſe about the interpretas 
7:09, there 1s no way to end them; and rhat it will not ſtand 
with the goodnefſe of God, to damne men for not I 
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- 7 
his will, if he had afligned no infallible way how to finde it; 
I confeſſe this to be wonderfull true s zap 579 may; Gu of 
Sreca ate Tep 3 gpova, and ler them excuſe theinſelves 
that thinke otherwiſe . Yet this will be no arguittent a- 
gainſt him, who betcives that to all who follow their 7ea/ox 
in the inrerpreration of the Scriptures, and ſearch for Trads- 
tion, God will either give his grace for aſſiſtance to finde the 
truth, or his pardon if they miſſe it: and then this ſuppoſed ve- 
coſſity of an infallible” Guide with this ſuppoſed demnarion for 
want of it, fall together to the ground. SLES 

' Tf they command us to beleive i»fatibly the contrary to this, 
they are to prove it falſe by ſome #»fai/ib/e way (for the con- 
cluſion maſt be of the ſame nature, and not conclude more then 
the premiſſes ſer downe, )now ſuch a way, Scripture and Rea- 
fon, or infuſed faith cannor be (for they uſe to object the fal- 
libility of them to thoſe that build their Religion upon them) 
nor the Authority of the Church, for that is part of the quelti- 
on, and muſt be it ſelfe firff proved, and that by none of rhe 
former wayes, forthe former reaſons. 

The Popes infallibitity can be no infallible ground of faith, 
being ir {elfe no neceſſary part of the faith ( & wecan be no ſurer 
of any thing proved then we are of that which proves tr,) and 
if he be fallible, no pare is the more falible for his (ideing 
with them. Soifthe Church be divided, I have no way-to 
know which isthe rrneChnrch, but by ſearching which agrees 
with Scripture and e-Lmiquity, and {o judgeing accordingly. 
(But this is not to ſubmitmy ſelfe to her opinions as my gusde, 
which they-tell us is neceflary.) Which courſe if they ap- 
prove not of as a fit one for a Learned man, they are in a worſe 
caſe for the 3gyorant, who can take no courſe at all, nor 1s the 
better at all for this Guide; the Oburch; whileſt two parts dif- 
pute which 5 ze , and that by arguments he underſtands not. 

It i.granted the Pope,or a Connell by him called ro be #- 
fallible ; yet I conceive their Decrees can be no ſufficient 
ground(by their own axiomes})of Devine 7aith, For firſ#((ay the 


molt) No Coancell is valid not 'approved by the Pope (for 
t 


hus 


[1 
- 


———— 
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(5) 


thas they overthrow that held at Arimimum) and a Pope chox 
ſen by Symony is #pſo fatto no Pope, I can then have no cer- 
cainer ground for the i»felibility of thoſe Decreer, and conſe= 
quently for my beleife of them, then I haye that the choice of 
him was neicher direAly nor indirely Symoniacal; which to 
be certaine of, isabſolutely impoſſible, 

Secondly, ſuppoſe him Pope, and to have confirmed the De- 
crees; yet that theſe are the Decrees of a Councell, or that 
he hath confirmed them, I can have but an uncontradicted atte- 
Ration of many men,(for if another (oxxcel ſhoulddeclare theſe 
to have beene the At of a former Councell, I ſhould neede a« 
gaine ſome certaine way of knowinghow: this declaration is 
a Councels) which isno ground (fay they) of faith, I am ſure 
not ſo good and generall a one as that Tradittonby which 
we prove that the Scripture 1s Scripture, which yet they will 
not allow any to be certaine of but from:them, 

Thirdly, for the ſence of their Decrees, I can have no bet- 


ter expounder to follow then Reaſon; which if, though I mi». 


Rake, I ſhall not be /amned for following, why ſhall I for mi» 
Naking the ſence of Scripture? Or why am Ialeſle fit interpre- 
ter of oe, then of the other were both ſeeme._ equally cleare? 
And where they ſeeme ſo (I meane [equally cleare ) 
and yet contradictory, ſhall Inot as ſoone beleive: Scripenre, 
which is, without doubt, of at lealt as great authority? 

But 1 doubt whether Copncels be fit deciders of Queſtions; 
for {uch they cannot be, if they beget more, and men have 


cauſe tobe in greater doubts afterwards(none of the former be- 


ing diminiſhed) then they were at firſt.. 

Now I conceive there ariſe ſo many out of this way, that the 
Learned cannot end a# nor the Ignorant know al. As beſides 
the forenamed conliderations, #ho is to call: them , the 
Pope, orKings: hv are tohave voices in them; Biſhops only, 
or Preiſts alſo: z/hether the Pope or ({ onneell be Superionr; 8 


the /affneede the approbation of the firf,debated among them: - 


{clves:Whether any Countriesnot being calgd,or nat.being there 


fas the Abi/ſines,ſo great 2 part of ChriſisMy,8&not reſolvedly 
condemned 
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. (6) 6 
condemend by them for Herers,wer,were abſentat the Connell 
of Trent) make it not-generall; Whether if it be one nvt every 
where received (as when the Biſhops ſent from ſome-places 
have exceedcd their Commiſſion, as in the Councell of Flo 
rence) it be yet of neceſſity to be ſubſcribed tos FFhetber there 
were any /urreprion uſed or force,and Whether thoſe difanull the 


Ads : - Whether the moſt -oyces are to be held the: AR of 


the Conncel,or thoſe of alare required, (As Cann ſayth, ell 
the Councell cannot erre , the moſt may; which never yet a- 
greed) or Whether two parts will ſerve (as in the Tridextine 
Synode,) a conſiderable doubt, becauſe, Nicephorns Calliftus 
relateing the reſolution of a Councell at Rowe againſt that of 
Ariminum makes them give threereaſons. One That'the Biſhop 
of Rome, was not preſent. Theſecond Thar moſt did not agree 
to it. Thirdly That othersthither gathered were diſpleaſed at their 
reſolutions: which: proves, that in their opinions, it either wo/f 
»ot preſent agree not to it,.or all preſenr be not pleaſed with it, 
a Councell hath no power” to binde. ' All theſe doubts, I fay, 
perſwade me that whatſoever brings with it ſo many zew que- 
{tions, can be no fit ender of the old. 

In thoſe things in which, before a Generall Councell have 
defined, it is lawfull ro holdietther way, and damnable to do fo 
after; I deſire to know how it agreeth with the Charity of che 
Church, to define any thing, and ſo beltow upon the Divell one 
path more forus to walke in to him? 

If the infa/libility of a Generall Conncell be a point of faith 
I defire to know why it is ſo? Scripture and Tradition ſeeme to 
me not to fay ſo: Bur if they did, fo I fappoſe you will grant 
they do of this doQrine, [ Thar the /oules of the bleſſed ſhall 
ſee God before the day of judgement, aud not be kept in ſe- 
cret Receptacles] For elſe the dodrine of prayer to Saints can- 
not ſtand : and yet for denying this doth Bellarmine excuic 
Pope Fohn 22 (of which beleife they know he was notalone) 
becauſe the Church (be meanes, I doubr not, a Generall Coun- 
cell) had got rheg,condemned it. I deſire to know why 
ſhould not - be coMemned as well without one as many Here- 

tiques 


— 


Pl 
— : 


| (7) 
tiques that are held ſo by their Church, yet condemned by »s 
Generall { ounce? which it he makes to be the rule of Hereſie, 
it had beene happy to have lived before the Councell of. Nzce, 
when no opinion had beene damnable but ſome againk the A- 
poliles Councel at Hiern/alem, becauſe there had yet beene no 
Generall Councell. | 

At leaſt, why ſhall not Ibe excuſed by the ſame reaſon, 
though I beleive not a Conncell to be infalleble, lince I never 
heard that any Councell hath decreed that they are /o? Neither, 
if it have, can we be bound by that Decree, unlefle made cer- 
caine ſome other way that it ſ(elfe ts ſo, 

If you ſay, we muſt beletve it becauſe of Tradition; I anſwer 
ſometimes you will have the not beleiving any thing, though 
not declared by a Councell, ro have power enough to damne 
{that is when it makes againſt ngar other times the Church hath 
not decreed unleſſe aCouncell have,and their errour is pardona- 
ble, and they good Catholiques. 

Next, (as I have asked before) how ſhall an sg»orant man 
know it? for be, in likelyhood, can ſpeake but with a few, from 
whom he cannot know that al! of the Church of Rome's part 
do »ow,and in paſt ages have beleeved it to be Tra41tion fo cere 
taincly as to make it a ground of faith, (unlefle he have ſome 
revelation that thoſe deceive him not.) Neither indeed can 


thoſe that ſhould enforme him of the opinions of former times 


be certainely enformed themſelyes; for truly if (as they would 
perſwade ns) the relation of Papias could couſen ſo farre af 
the Prime Doours of the Chriſtian Church into the beleife 
of the doctrine of the Milenaries,fo as that ro one of thoſe two 
firſt ages oppoſed it, (which appeares plaine enough, becauſe 
thoſe that after roſe up againlt this opinion, never quoted any 
for themſelves before Dionyſus Alexanarinus, who lived art 
leaſt ewo hundred &fifty yeares after Chriſt.) Nay if thoſe firſt 
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men did not only beleeve it as probable, buc Fuſtin Martyr Dial. cum 
layes, he holds it, and fo do «ll that are i» all parts Orthodox T 1ph p. 307: 
Ehriſtians 24 4 & 7wis £171 dy vawrs x7) manta yermerel, Jre- Wh: 5oilhps 33, 


»ens fets it downe direQly for a Tradition, and relates the 
B very 
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(8) 
very words that Chriſt uſed when he taught this; (which is 
plainer then any other Tradition is proved, or faid tobe (out of 
Antiquity!) by them.) It {I fay ) eſe could be ſo deceived, why 
mighr not other of the Ancients as well beby others deceived 
in other points? And then, what cerrainey ſhall the Learned 
have, when after much labour they thinke they can make it ap-= 
peare that the Ancients thought any thing Tradition, that in- 


deed it was ſo? And that either the tolly,or the knavery of ſome 


Paptas deceived them not? I confetle ic makes me thinke of 


ſome that Tally ſpeakes of, who (arcem amittunt, dum propug- 


»acula defendant) looſe the fort, whileſt they defend the onte 
wovkes ; for whiteſt they anſwer this way the arguments of 
Tradition forthe opinion of the Chiliaſts, they make unuſetull 
to them the farce of Tradition to prove any thing elſe by. For 
which cauſe tr was rather wiſely then honeſtly done of them, 
who before Fewardentinn ſet him forth, left our that part of 1re. 
»ens Which wealledge(though we need it not much,for many 
of the fatherstake notice of this beleife of his;) Yet he juſtifies 
himſelfe for doing it by a worſe blow to them then this ir ſelfe, 
which is, /ay#i»g, that 5f they leave ont all errouys in the bookes 
they publiſs (that is, I ſuppoſe, all opinions contrary to the 
Church of Rome) bona pars Scriptorum Patrum Orthodoxorum 
evaneſceret, a good part of the writings of the Orthodox Fathers 
mnſt vaniſh away. 

But the Tradrtion that can be found out of Ancients (lince 
their witneſſing may deceive us) hath much lefle ſtrength when 
they argue only thus: Sure ſo many would not fay this is true, 
and joyne in opinions, if there were no tradition for them. I 
would have you remember they can deliver their opinion poſe 
fibly, but either before the controverkie ariſe in theChurch (up- 
on ſome chance ) or-after. If before, it is confeſt that they 
write not ca#tiouſly enongh; and fo they anſwer all they ſeeme 
to ſay for eArrius and Pelagine his faith before themſelves, and 


ſo conſequently their controverfie (though it may be not their | 


opinion) aroſe, If after, then they anſwer often (if any thing 


be by them ar that time ſpoken againſt them) that the hear of 
diſputation 


© EROS 


te a Ln ES _—_ ——— 


EY” ear AR Oat re RA» 


(9) 


diſpntet;onbrought it from them, and their reſolution to oppoſe 
Heretiques enough; I deſire it may be lawfull for «s to an- 
ſwer o too, either one of theſe former wayes z or that: 1t 18 
(as often they ſay roo) ſome Hyperbole, when you preſſe us ina 
ny thing with the opinions of Fathers, At leaſt, .I am ſare if 
they may deceive us with /aring a thing is a Traaiizon, that ir 
#ot, We may be ſooner deceived if we will /ay and conclude it 
for a Tradition, when they .ſpeake it qnly as a Trath, and (for 
ought appeares) their particular Opinion, | 
For beſides,if when Sa/vian,comparing the Arriens with e» 
vill Livers, (and that after they were condemned by a Coun- 


cell) extenuates, (by reaſon of their beleiving themſelves in the 


right) with much inſtance the fault of the Arrians, and fayes, 
How they fhall be paniſht for it in the day of Fandgement , none 
can know but the Fudge, If (I ſay) they conteſle it to be his 0- 
pinion , chey muſt alſo confeſſe the dodrine of their Church to 
be different from that of Sa{vians times; becauſe he was allow- 
ed a Member of that for all this /ayiyg ; whereas he of the 
Church of Rowe that ſhonld fay ſo of w would be acccunted 
Seſqui-hereticus, a Heretique and a halfe: Orelſe they muli /ay 
(which they.can onely ſay and not prove)thathe was ſo earneſt 
againſt ill men,that for the aggravation of their crime heleſlſened 
that of the Heretiques;and ſaid, what at another tune he would 
not have faid; which if they doe, will it not overthrow wholly 
the authoriry of the Fathers?Since we can never s»fallib!y know 
what they thought at al times , from what they were moved to 
ſay by ſome collateral conſideration. Es 
Next tothis certaine and undoubrted damning of all out of the 
Church of Rome; which averſerh me from it; next comes their 
putting «/ to death,or at leaſt paines,that do ſo,where they have 
power : which is an effeR, though nar a neceflary one, of the 
firſt opinion; and that averſeth me yetmore.; For I doe not 
beleive a7 to be damned whom they damne , but I conceive 
all to be titled whom they kill. Iam fare if you looke upon 
{ onſtantine's Epiſtle, written to per{wade concord upon the firſt 
diſagreement betweene eA/exander and Arrins, you will Bag 
B 3 that 
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be bound ro defend no more then I have undertaken, whichis, 


(10) 
that he» thought (& if the Biſhops of his time had at firftthoughe 
otherwiſe, he would have beene ſure better informed) that xes- 
they fide deferved either death or damnation. (and yet ſure this 
queſtion was as-great asever roſe ſince: )For having ſpoken of 
the opinions as things ſo indifferent, that the Reader might al- 
moſt thinke they had beene tallen out at Spurn- point or Ketle= 
pins, he adds , T3 34p arayugtov 5r ID, aft 15; Seay megvolay auupority 
TavT%% Iv 4 uny pair mew, For that which ts neceſſary # one thing, 
that all agree and keepe the ſame faith about divine providence, 
T am ſure inthe fame Author, AZo/es, a man praiſed by him, re- 
fuſing tobe made Biſhop by Lucins becauſe he was an Arrian, 
and he anſwering, That he did 5 torefuſe it before h: knew what 
bu fauh war, Anſwered, nv ayy mar dtizzum 1 F emortomey Ca 00h , 
The baniſhing of Biſhops ſhewes ENOPV GH your faith.So thar 
it 18 plaine he thought pnni/2ing for opinions to be: a marke 


which mizht ſerye him co know fal/e opinions by. 
© T beleive throughout Antiquity yon will Hind no putting any 


to death, unlefſe it be fuch as begin to kill firſt, (as the (romm- 
cellians or ſuch like;) I am ſure Chriſtsan Religions cheife glo- 
ry being that it encreaſed by being per/ecared , and having 
that advantage of the Mabumeran (which came in by force ) 
me thinkes, (eſpecially fince Syneſiws hath told us, and reaſon 
told men fo before $ yneſires, that Toi; SpavTions F ov y wy $4acuy 
edripermy, Every thing # deftroyed by the contrary to what ſetled 
and compoſed it) Itſhould be to take ill care of Chri/tzantty, ro 
feeke to hold itup by Twrkifs meanes : atleaſt it muſt breed 
doubts,that if the Religion had alwaies remained the ſawe , it 
would not 'be defended by wayes ſo contrary to thoſe by 
which it was propagated. 

Idefirerecrimination may not be uſed: for though it be true 
that Calvin hath-done' it, and the Church of England a bitte, 
(which is alfttle too mach) for Negare manifeſt z non audeo, & 
excuſare immodicanon poſſmm, yet She,confeiling She may erre, 
is not ſo chargeable with any fault as thote which pretend they 
cannot,Cand fo will be ſure never to mend it} and befides,I will 


ro 
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(11) 
to give reaſons hy the Church of Rome fallible,' 

I confeſſe this opinion of damning ſo many,and this cuſtome 
of baraing ſo many, this breeding up thoſe who know nothing 
elſe in any point of Religion yer to be in readineſſe to cry To the 
fire with him, and To Hell with him, (as Polybins faith in a cer» 
taine furious faRion of an army of ſevera'l nations , and conſe» 
quently languages, wovey m9 pipes Tem vomwy oupicour, 6 Bale, All of 
them underſtood onely thus word, Throw at bim) this I (ay in 
my opinion was it cheifely which made fo many ſo /#ddarinly 
leave the Church of Rome, that indeed to borrow the Authors 
phraſe, } obataioiws acgs Thy Sadgurry, ama dyyins idenirnye They 
weeded not perſwaſion to doe it but onely newes that others had be- 

g#x: For as this alone if beleived. makes af the relt be ſo roo; 
So one thing alone m/liked, overthrowes alſo al therelt, 

If it were granted that,becauſe it agrees not with the Good- 
»eſſ* of God tolet men want an #»fallible Gnide,therefore rhere 
»mſt be one ; and that the Church of Rome were that oxe; yet 
if that teach any thing,to my underſtanding , contrary to Gods 
Goodneſſe, lam not to receive her dofrine , for the ſame cauſe 
for which they would have me receive it, (it being as good an 
argument,this Gxsae teaches things contrary to Gods Goodneſſe, 
therefore 1s not appointed by God ; astoſay, It is agreeable to 
his Goodneſſe there ſhould be a Gaidegtherefore there is one}And 


- ſure itis lawfall to examine particular dofrines, whether they 


agree with that principle which is their foundation; and to that 
(me thinkes)to damne him that neither with »eg/igence nor pre- 
Juadication ſearcheth what is Gods will, though he miſle of it, is 
as contrary as the firlt can be ſuppoſed. 

I would know whether he that never heard of theChurch of Roe 
ſhall yer be damned for not beleiving her a»fal:zb/e, I have fo 
good an opinion of them as to afſure my ſelfe they will anſwer, 
he ſhall nos.T will then aske,F/herher he that hath ſearched what 
Religions there are, and finds hers to be one, and her infallibility 
to be part of it,if his reaſon will not aſſent to that,ſha]l he be da» 
ned for being #nquifitive after trurh?(for he hath committed no 
other fault greater then the other )& wherher ſuch an ignorance 
B 3 : (I meane 
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(1 meane efrer impartiall ſearch) be not of all the other the moſt 
$1 V3 $91? 

Nay grant the Church to be 5nfelible, yer me thinks, he that 
denies it and imployes his reaſon to /ceke if it betrue, ſhould be 
in as good caſe as he that beleives it and ſcarcheth not at all the 
truth of the propoſitton be receives: for I cannot ſee why he 
ſhouldbe/aved, becauſe, by reafon of his parent: beleife, or the 
Religion of the Conntrey, or ſome ſuch accident, the truth was 
oftered to hisunderſianding, when had the contrary beene offe= 
red he would hayereceived that; and the other damned that be- 
leeves falſpood, upon as good ground asthe other doth rrarb; 
unlefle'the Church be like a Conjurers circle that will keepe a 
man from the Devill though he came into it by chance. 

They grant that no man isan Heretique that beleeves not. his 
Herelie obſtinarely; and if he beno Heretique, he may ſure 
be ſaved, It isnot then certaine dammation for any man to de» 
ny the infallibility of the Rowan Church: but for him only that 
denies it o-ſzsnately, and then I am ſafe; for I am ſure I doe not, 

Neither can they ſay I ſhall be damned for Schiſme though 
not for Hereſie, for he isas wellno Schi/matique, though in 
Schiſme, that is will#ng to joyne in communion with the 7r#e 
Church, when ic appeares to beſo to him; as he is no Heretigue 
though he hold Hereticali opinions, that holds them not 9b/t:+ 
nately, that 5: (as I {uppoſe) with a deſire to be informed if he 
be in the wrong. | 

W hy, it it be not »eceſſary alwayes to beleeve the 2rnth, ſo 
one beleeve in generall what the (hnrch wonld have beleeved, 
(tor ſo they excuſe great men that have held<ontrary opinions 
to theirs now, before they were defined or they knew them 
to be 10) why (I ſay) ſhall not the ſame smplicit aſſent to whats 
ſoever God would have affented to (though I miſtake what it 
is) be ſufficient? When indeed to beleeve smplicitly what God 
would have beleeved is to beleeve implicitly likewiſe what 
the Church teachetb, if this doctrine be within the number of 
thoſe whichGodcommands to be beleeved. 
 Thave therefore the lefle doubt of this opinion, that] _-_ 
RA ave 


(12) 
have no harme for not beleeving the m»fallibrlity of the Church 
of Rame becauſe of my being ſo tarre from /raning tothe con- 
trary, and ſo ſuffering my will to have power over my andeys 
ftanding, that if God wouidleave it tome which.Tenert fold 
be true, 1 would rather chooſe that that Beal, then the contra» 
ry. For they may well beleeve me, that I rake no pleaſure in 
tumbling hard and unpleaſant bookes and making my felfe up 
giddy with diſputeing of obſcure queſtions and dazled w5mey & Co/ariar, 
vx TWo5 U SATs dxpwpeiay cls dyarts KETRKUT TOTES MEALS 
IfI could beleeve, there ſhould a/wayesr be (whom I might PHE 
alwayes know) a fociety of men, whoſe opinions mult be cey- a7 
rainely true, and who would &p mis £ma wr again gorns, ld» Syneſins, 
bour to diſcufſe & define all arifing doubts,foas I might be excu= + 
ſably at eaſe, & have no part left for me but that of obedience, 
which muſt needes be a lefſe difficult and fo a more agreeable 
way then to endure endlefſe volumes of commentaries,the harſh 
Greeke of Evagrins, and the as hard Latine of Irenens, and be 
pained by diftinguiſhing betweene different ſenſes and various 
letions, and he would deſerve not the loweſt place in Beds 
{am that would preferre theſe (tudies before fo many, fo much 
more pleaſant, that would rather #wwp/op bis underſtanding, then 
ſubmit it; and if he could thinke God impoſed upon him only 
the reſiſting temptations, would, by way of addition, require 
from himſclfe the re/o/ving of doubts. I ſay not that all rheſe 
bookes are to be read by thoſe who underſtand not the langua- 
ges, for them I conceive their {ceking into Scriprere may ſuf- 
fice.” But if I have, by Gods grace, $kill ro looke into them, I 
cannot betterule ir then in the ſearch of his will, where they ſa 
it 1s to be found, that I might aſſent to them if there I inde 
reaſon for it; or if I do not, they may have no excuſe for not 
excuſing mee 
For whereas they fay,it 1s pride nakes «- doubt of their infal- + $38, 
libility; Tanfwer that their too much /aziveſſe and impatience 
of examining is the cauſe many of them do not dowbr. 
Next, what pride isit, never to affent before I find reaſon $ 39, 
bor it, ( fince they, when they follow that Church as infallible, 
pretend 
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(14) 
pretend reaſon for it,and will not ſay they would, if they thought 
they found none)and if they ſay,we do finde reaſon bur will not 
confeſſe it,then pride hinders not our aſſext,but our declaration of 
ir; which if it doin any one, he is without queſtion, dvro%zmixge» 
T95, condemmed by himſelfe, and it muſt bea very parciall advo« 
cate that would ſtrive to acquit him. 

One much prevailing argument which they make, is this, 
that whoſoever leave them, tall into diſſention betweene them= 
ſelves, whereasthey in the meane while are alwayes at nity, I 
anſwer, firff, in chis whereof the queſtion is now, they all con- 
ſent, Secondly, when there is fire tor chem that Uſagree, they 
need not bragge of their uniformity who conſent. Thirdly they 


have many differences among them (as whether the Pope be in- 


fallible, Fhether God predeterminate every action, Whether 


\EleRion and Reprobation depend upon forelight,) Which 


feeme to me as great as any betweene their adverſaries; and in 
the /atrer the Feſnits have Ancienter and more generall Tradits- 
0x on their fide,then theChurch of Rowe hath in any other que- 
ſtion; and as much ground from reaſon for the defence of Gods 
gooaneſſe, as they can thinke they have for the neceſlity of an 
sufallible guide; yer theſe arguments muſt vor make the Do- 
minicans Heretiques,and mult ws. 

If they ſay, 'The Church hath not re/o[ved it (which (ig- 
nifies only ,that they are not agreed about it, which is that we ob- 
zjeR) [ anſwer, It ought ro have done, if conformity to the anc» 
ent Church be required, in which «/ that ever Jcould heare of 
before Saint Auſtin (who is very various I confeſle in it) deli- 
vered the contrary to the Dominicans, as not doubtfull; and to 
fay, itis /awful tor them to diſagree whenſoever they do not a» 
gree, 1s ridiculous: for they cannot do both at once about the 
{ame point. 

And if they ſay, they meane, by the Churches »ot having 
coucluged it, that a {ounce hath not, Ianſwer that they con- 
demne ſome without any, and why not theſe? Next, I fay that 
the opinion of the Diffuſed Church is of more force then the 


conciuſion of a Repreſentative (which hath its authority _ 
| the 
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 theother) and therefore if all extantfor foure handred yeores 
teech any thing, thats more Herefie to'denic thar thenany Ca- 
nd of a Conncetl. - FP 17.091; 0k IS VISITS VER 
But may nor tow ſoever ay other companiciof People (that 
would maintaine'themſeſves to be infallible) ſay as much, thar 
all other ſeats differ from one another, and therefore /onld all 
agree with them? Would thoſe not thinkerhey} aſctibe all o- 
ther mens diflentions and/learned mens fallinginto divers He-! 
ellis their not allowing; chesr infalsbs/ity?to rheir not aſſents 
ing torheir Decrees? ang nor ſuftering them JiSowlaus 7 Cures 
rar WEIECER, 735 Js 2s; ou wadnrwy wed, C=entorras ty ew, £0 fit 
a teachers of thoſe things that come'in queſtion, and to have 
all others inthe place of Diſciples obedient tothem? which 
is that which Ns, a Grezke'Biſhop,: profefſeth, that becauſe 
the Greeks would not allow the Romns, was the only caſt of 
ſeperation betweene them. | : 
 Theynſe much ts objet, How could errours come iiito the 
Church withour vppoſir5on, and mention both of that 'oppolition 
in hiſtory? 1 anſwer, they might come+in notar oxce, but by 
. degrees;as in thEgrowth ofa childe-and'the motion of a clock, 
welſce neither in the preſent, but know there wasga preſent 
when we'finde' ic paſt; ' Next, fo wany 'Aurhonrs being" /of, 
who can make iteer}ains tome: that from none of thoſe, we 
fhonld have had notice of this oppoſition, if they hat eome to ws? 
Next I ſay there are two ſorts of errours;to holdathirig necefia- 
ry that 1s n»/awfall and falſe,” or that in but! profite5le and pro- 
bable; Of che. ſecond fort that errouns (hould: come in, itap- 
peares not hard co me; ard eſpecially in thoſe ages where want 
of Printing made boaks,and confequentlylearning not ſo:com- 
man as naw itis; Wherethe fey that did ſtady bufied them- 
ſelves in Schoole- Speculations only, when the Authority of a 
man of cheife note hada more general{tinflaence then now it 
hath, and ſo(as Thecydider ſaith thePlagaedidVies his time,” Je 
8 11e4 14. mrarns F owunTYs To 3 TH KAN ne3zTOV _ x«xzy, the 
difeaſe that firſt ſerled in the head eaſily: paſſed through all the 
body,) conſidering how apt all men are todefire-that all men 
| C {hould 
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(16}- 1 
ſhould thinke as they do? and:conſeqtently toy 4 gecefiity 
apon the receiving that opinion;tifthey conceived. that a way: 
to have it received: And then if it were beleeved generally 
profitable,(as, for example, Confeſſion, who world be apt to op- 
pote their calling.it zeceſſary, for the ſame cauſe for which they 
called it ſo? Befedes,it this errour were delivered by-ſfome Father 
in the hor oppoſition of ſome Heretigqne, 1tmiy-be none of his 
fide would oppole it, lezf they might cake advantage by thetr 
diflention, and he that diſputed for the: Orthodox vide, mighc 
looſe by it much of his5uthority. - | 
The word{eceſſary] itſelfe is often uſed for very convens- 
ent ; and then from neceſſary tn that ſenſe ro ab/o/nrely nrceſſan 
ry is.ny difficait change, though it be a great one. : The Fathers 
ute Hererigues ſometimes ina latge ſenſe, and ſomerimes in a 
ſtricter; & to iffer in thereckoning them up; Sore leaving our 
thoie that others put in (thovgh they had feene the precedent 
Catalogue:;The dvubrfulneſſe:of the "ſenſe of rhoſe words might 
bring1n errour. Namc«s, a8:an Altar, Sacrifice, Maſſa; may 
bav? beene uſed firſt in one ſenſe, and the name retained tnuugh 
the 1hizg igniied received change:;; which may have beene 
che art of the Church of Romezas it was onte of an Emperour of 
Rome , Cui proprium fuit.uuper-reperta (I leave our Scetera) 
priſcu verbs obtegere, whoſe property it was to cover things newty 
fonnd out with ancient tearmer. And the ſame Author tels us,thar 
the ſame Stzte was as it were cheated out of her liberty becauſe 
there did remaine, Eadem. Magiſtratuum wvorabula,The ſame tie 
tles of Magiſtratesi;,and-} beleive that:ihthe Proteflants beyond 
the Seas would have thought-B:/bops as good a word as Super 
*nteudents, (ani ſon other ſuch things) many, who underſtand 
nothing but »amzs, would have miſled the Scanidall they:bave 
now taken. DEI ROOT 34: 200 
- Theſe wales thinke) things may have come, withont much 
oppoſition, fromibeing thought profitable to be done,and proba- 
ble to be beleived, to be thought neceſſary to be both:: and how 
things /ittle by little may have beene receivea underoldnames, 
which would not have beene {o at once under new ones : {the 
FED ; firit 


a oma 
= 


= — 


z 
> 


(17) 
firſt of theſe being no ſuch ſmall faule but-thar part of the. 2Lon- 
2aniſts herefie was thinking #ncommanded faſting dajes yece(- 
ſary to be obſerved, which without doubt might /awfelly have 
cene kepr,) | + En 
But = maine anſwer is, thatif for an opinion to be inthe 
Church without knowne precedent oppoſition, be a certaine note 
of being received from the beginning, let themanſwer, how 
came in the opinion of the Chi/iaſts not contradicted till twa 
hundred yeares afterit came in. X EE 
To conclude, it they can prave that the Scripture may be a 
certainer teaCher of truths to ther then to ns, 19 they may con- 
clude the snfalsb:/ity of the Church our of it,and we nothing; If 
they can prove the Churches #»a4:b:1:ty to be a ſutticient Gaide 
for hin: that dowbes Which is the Church, and cannot examine 
that (for want of learning )by her cheife marke,wbich is confor- 
mity With the Anetent ; If they can prove that the conſent of 


Father: long together(if they had it isa ſtronger argument a» 


gainlt ws, then againſt the Dominicans; It they can prove thacr 
though the fit of them athrme that ſach a thing is Tradition, 
and beleived by al! Chriſtians (and this aſſertion till a great 
while after u.2contradicted)) yet they are nor bound to receive 
ir, 2nd,uron hl {le grounds, we are ; If indeed any can prove by 
any infallible we'y the infallibility of the Church of Rowe ,& the 
necellity unler paine vf damnation for all men to beleriveirt, 
(which were the mreRrangegheczuſe Juſtin Hartyr,and (lev 
mens Alexandrinus among the Ancients,and Eraſmus and Lu- 
dovicus Vives among the modernes,beleive ſome Pagans to be 
ſaved) I will ubſcribeto ir, 4ind 
"Ocrs Bwves 7nds Th mA, Invay 
Kat Cav curious +5 v8 TUMTTAL 

If any man ſhall vonchſate to thir.ke either th#,or the Authar 
of it, of value enough to confure the ove and enforme the other, 
I ſhall deſire him to doe it with proceeding to the Eufinefle,and 
not ſtanding upon anyſmall ſlip of inine,(of which ſort this may 
be full)Jand with that Civility which is fir to be uſed by men that 
are not fo paſſionate as to have the definition of reaſonable 
C2 creatures 
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creatures in vain;{remembring that trniSjjn likelihooJ,is where 
her Auchor God was, in the fill vozre, Hit not in the loud wind: 
And that Epiphaniur excuſeth himſelfe if he have called any Hee 
retiques in his anger, Deceivers,or Wretches, i mapoEuvoubgrt nd = 
»i a mineara teagr n <£93Mw5) and T requeſt him alſo to bring me 
to the Truth (it [be outof it) not ognely by his arguments bur 
alfo by his prayers: which waies if &euſey and 7 ſtill continue on 
the part Iam of, and yerdoe neither ix5v neawfer, nor fav x. 
1-471, neither am wilfully blind, nor deny impudently what 
1 ſee, then I am confidentthat neither he will haverealon to be 
offended with me in this world, nor God in the wexe. 
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